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CONFESSION  OF  FAITH 

AND 

FORM  OF  COYEXAXT. 

ADOPTED  BY  THE 

|!:irh  £ ongreg:ttional_  Clj \m\), 

TOGETHER  WITH  THE 

NAMES   OF   THE    M  E  M  B  E  K  S. 


BOSTON : 
RHODES    *t       AUK  HAM, 
1  8  C>  0  . 


PRINTERS. 


A  BRIEF  HISTORY 

^  OF  THE 


Congregational  Worship  in  H3'(]c  Park  was 
commenced  at  L3nnan  Hall,  in  December,  ISGO. 
At  that  time,  and  for  several  months  after,  the 
Rev.  L.  R.  Eastman,  Sr.,  ofliciated.  Divine 
Services  and  a  Sabbath  School  were  sustained, 
with  only  occasional  clerical  aid,  until  the 
30th  of  November,  1<SG2,  when  the  Rev.  Hiram 
Carleton  comoienced  his  ministerial  labors, 
which  were  continued  until  October,  1SG4. 
The  pulpit  was  supplied  by  several  clergymen, 
until  December  1,  ISiU,  when  the  ministry  of 
the  Rev.  R.  Manning  Chipman,  the  present 
incumbent,  began. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  1SG3,  in  response  to 
Letters  Missive,  an  Ecclesiastical  Council 
assembled  at  Union  Hall,  in  which  the  follow- 
ing Churches  were  re[)resentcd  :  Old  South, 
Park    Street,  and    Berkley  Street,  Boston; 
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blather,  Jamaica  T^lain  :  Broadway,  Chelsea; 
First,  Dedham  ;  Second,  Dorciiester. 

The  riiblic  Service  held  was  as  follows : 
Introductory  devotional  exercises,  by  the  Rev. 
Ilirara  Carleton  ;  Sermon,  by  the  Kev.  James 
H.  Means,  of  Dorchester  :  Ilecoiznition  of  the 
Church  and  Constituting  Prayer,  b}^  the  Rev. 
G.  W.  Blagden,  D.  D.,  of  Boston. 


5 


COXFHSSTON   OF  FAITH. 


We  i)oliovo  in  one  God,  who  is  the  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghost ;  the  Creator,  Preserver, 
and  Governor  of  the  Universe  ;  a  Being  of 
perfect  and  adorable  attribntes. 

That  the  Scriptures  of  tiie  OhI  and  the  New 
Testament  were  given  by  inspiration  of  God, 
and  contain  the  only  perfect  rule  of  faith  and 
practice. 

That  man  was  created  hoh',  but  has,  of  his 
own  free  will,  violated  God's  perfect  law,  and 
is  now  alienated  from  God,  and  dead  in  Ires- 
passes  and  sins. 

That  Jesus  Christ  has,  by  his  sutferings  and 
death,  made  atonement  for  sin  :  and  that  all 
who  are  saved,  are  justified  wholly  l)y  grace, 
and  thiongli  the  redem[)ti()n  there  is  in  IFim. 

Tliat  salvation  is  freely  oifered  to  all  men  ; 
that  they  are  under  obligations  immediately 
to  re[)ent  and  believe  the  (ios[)el,  })ut  that 
such  is  the  de[)ravity  of  the  human  heart,  that 
no  uian  will  come  to  Christ,  unless  God,  l>y 
tlk!  Holy  Spiiit,  (haws  him. 


That  all  who  embrace  the  Gospel  were 
from  the  beginning  chosen  unto  salvation, 
through  sanctKication  of  the  Spirit,  and  belief 
of  the  truth  ;  and  that  they  will  l)e  kept  by 
the  power  of  God,  through  faith,  unto  eternal 
life. 

That  there  will  be  a  resurrection  of  the  dead 
and  a  final  judgment ;  and  that  the  happiness 
of  the  righteous  and  the  misery  of  the  wicked 
will  be  alike  eternal. 

That  good  works  are  united  with  genuine 
faith ;  and  the  constant  practice  of  honesty, 
truth,  charity  and  righteousness  is  the  indis- 
pensable duty  and  privilege  of  every  christian. 

That  the  Loi'd  Jesus  Christ  has  a  visible 
Church,  to  which  the  terms  of  admission  are, 
a  credible  evidence  of  regeneration,  baptism, 
and  a  public  profession  of  faith  in  Christ,  and 
that  the  ordinances  of  Baptism  and  The  Lord's 
Supper  are  to  be  observed  to  the  end  of  th(^ 
world  ;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Chni'ch, 
believers  and  their  households  are  the  [)r()per 
subjects  of  ])aptism. 
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COVENANT. 


Confessinir  that  yoa  were  dear]  in  trospas>;os 
and  sins,  hut  now  hcliovinp;  tliat  God  has 
bestowed  upon  you  his  reg'eneratiug  grace, 
you  do  now,  in  the  presetX'C  of  God  and  these 
witnesses,  solemnly  dedicate  3'ourselyes  to 
God  the  Father  as  your  chief  good,  to  the 
Son  of  God  as  your  MiMliator  and  Head, 
huml)ly  relying  on  him,  as  yonr  Pro[)het, 
Priest  and  King;  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost  as 
your  Sanctifier,  Comforter  and  Gnide  ;  to  the 
one  God,  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost,  you 
do  hereby  give  up  yourselves,  in  an  everlasting 
covenant,  to  love  and  ol)ey  him  forever. 

Having  subscribed  to  the  Confession  of  Faith 
and  the  Covenant  adopted  by  this  Church,  yon 
promise  to  walk  in  conformity  to  them,  and  in 
submission  to  all  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel, 
and,  that  by  the  aid  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  yon 
will  adorn  your  profession  by  a  holy  and 
blameless  life. 

Do  you  thus  profess  and  engnge? 
{Tlie  CJiurdi  ici/J  Jtore  rise.) 

We  then,  in  the  presence  of  (iod  and  these 
witnesses,  receive  you  as  a  meuiher  of  this 
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branch  of  His  visible  Church  ;  and  we  cove- 
nant and  engage  to  treat  you  as  such — to  watch 
over  you  in  love,  and  should  3'ou,  at  any  time, 
be  overtaken  in  fault,  to  restore  you  in  a 
spirit  of  meekness,  considering  ourselves,  lest 
we  also  be  tempted ;  and  may  the  grace  of 
God  make  you  and  us  faithful  unto  death,  an<l 
give  us  an  abundant  entrance  into  His  ever- 
lasting kingdom.  Amen. 


PRINCIPLES  OF  FAITH. 


1.  This  Church  is  independent  so  far  as 
relates  to  its  internal  oriranization,  and  the 
regulation  of  its  alTairs.  It  is  amenable  to  no 
other  ecclesiastical  l^ody,  except  by  its  own 
consent,  or  according  to  regular  and  estab- 
lished Congregational  princii)les.  With  these 
exceptions  it  controls  the  tulmissiou,  disci- 
pline and  removal  of  its  meml)ers,  accoriliug 
to  its  own  understanding  of  tlie  Word  of 
God,  and  will  regard  the  decision  of  Mutual 
Councils. 

2.  This  Church  will  extend  to  other  evan- 
gelical Churclies  of  the  C'ougi-egatioual  oi'dei', 
and  will  receive  Mrom  tlicMu  thai  fellowslii|), 
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advice  and  assistance  winch  the  law  of  Clnist 
requires.  It  will  extend  the  usual  rights  of 
communion,  and  practice  the  usual  transfer  of 
members  according  to  its  own  conviction  of 
duty,  in  accordance  with  the  most  liberal  and 
truthful  directions  of  Christ  and  the  Apostles. 
It  holds  itself  bound  for  the  interest  of  Christ's 
Kingdom,  to  seek  the  promotion  of  peace  and 
christian  union  witli  all  the  Churches  of  our 
Lord  of  whatever  name  or  denomination. 

3.  Tliis  Church  regards  christian  discipline 
as  described  in  the  Gos[)el,  as  ])inding  u[)on 
itself,  and  essential  to  its  purity  and  honor, 
and  to  the  prosperity  of  true  religion. 

4.  It  requires  of  candidates  for  admission 
from  the  world,  or  other  Clmrches,  assent  and 
subscription  to  our  Confession  of  Faith  and 
Covenant,  and  will  grant  letters  of  dismission 
a!ul  reconnnendation  when  desired.  Members 
who  remove  from  us,  shall  transfer  their  relations 
to  some  other  Church  within  one  year,  if  practi- 
cable, or  give  reasons  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Church  for  not  having  done  so,  with  some 
account  of  themselves  as  christians,  and  their 
privileges  and  life.  Loiters  of  dismission  shall 
be  valid  for  only  six  months  tVom  their  <late  ; 
nor  shall  an\'  niemb(M'  be  lu^gardcMl  as  dismissed 
until  the  Clerk  is  iiiCoi  nied  of  liis  or  her  recep- 
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tion  to  some  other  Clmrch.  It  irraiits  letters 
of  dismission  and  reconunenfUition  to  cvanixel- 
ical  Churches  of  other  denominations,  when 
requested  in  a  proper  manner  and  spirit,  and 
regards  all  other  modes  of  withdrawing  from 
it  for  such  union  as  irregular  and  censurahle. 

5.  All  matters  of  discipline  or  grievance 
shall  be  dealt  with  in  the  spirit  and  principles 
of  the  New  Testament,  agreeably  to  the  direc- 
tions in  Matthew,  18th  chapter,  IGth  verse. 
Ever^'  member  of  the  Church  has  a  right  to  all 
its  privileges,  unless  forfeited  by  misconduct : 
and  when  thus  forfeited  he  can  be  deprived  of 
them  only  by  regular  process.  When  accuserl. 
each  charge  shall  be  presented  in  writing,  and 
shall  have  an  open  and  candid  hearing.  No 
vote  of  censure  shall  be  passed  upon  any 
member,  except  by  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present  at  a  regular 
meeting. 
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STANDING  RULES. 


1.  All  meetings  for  business  shall  be 
opened  Avitli  prayer. 

2.  The  annual  meeting,  for  the  election  of 
officers,  and  for  reports,  shall  be  held  on  the 
third  "Wednesday  of  Januaiy. 

3.  A  regular  quarterl}^  meeting  for  business 
shall  be  held  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  April, 
July,  and  October. 

4.  Weekly  prayer  and  conference  meetings 
shall  ])e  held  every  Friday  evening. 

5.  The  officers  of  this  Church  shall  he 
Pastor,  Deacons,  Clerk,  Treasurer,  and  Ex- 
amining Committee,  who  shall  be  elected 
annually,  witli  the  exception  of  Pastor  and 
Deacons.  All  the  otiicers  of  the  Church  shall 
comprise  a  Standing  Connnittce,  competent 
to  call  special  meetings  of  the  Church,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  judgment,  or  at  the  request 
of  any  of  tlie  members. 

G.  It  slmll  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk,  Treas- 
urer and  Exnmiuiug  Couunittee,  to  make 
annual  reports  to  thi^  CImrch. 
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7.  The  oflicers  aii'I  cominittoe  of  the  Church 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot, 

8.  The  officers  of  the  Sabbatli  School  shall 
be  a  Superintendent,  a  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
and  a  Librarian,  chosen  nnnually  ])y  the  teach- 
ers and  adult  members  of  the  school,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Church. 

9.  The  teachers  of  the  Sa])bath  School  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Superintendent. 

10.  The  Lord's  Supper  shall  be  celebrated 
on  the  first  Sabbath  in  January,  ^Nlarch.  ^Inv, 
July,  September,  and  Xoveraber. 

11.  Persons  proposini2;  to  unite  witli  the 
church  by  the  profession  of  their  faith,  sludl 
be  examined  and  approved  by  the  Examininu' 
Committee,  v/itli  the  Pnstor.  or  in  his  absence 
the  Deacons,  before  l)einii-  accepted  as  candi- 
dates for  admission,  and  if  no  objection  is 
otfered  after  they  have  been  publicly  [)ro- 
pounded  as  such,  at  least  two  weeks,  they  will 
then  be  received  l>y  publicly  assentiun-  to  mid 
signing  the  Confession  of  Faith  and  Covennnt. 

Letters  Connnending  for  admission  into  this 
Church,  members  of  other  Churches,  may  be 
read  at  any  reguhir  meeting  of  the  Chnreli  ; 
but  no  action  sli.'dl  Im^  taken  :is  to  nn-eiving 
persons  thus  connnended  nntil  a  snhsei jucMit 
reguhir  meeting,   when,   if  no  objection  b(^ 
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inado,  persons  presenting:  such  letters  sliall  be 
regularh'  propounded  for  iidmission  at  least 
two  weeks ;  if  no  o1  ejection  be  then  made, 
such  candidates  shall  f)e  admitted  by  signiniJ!: 
the  Confession  of  Faith  and  Covenant. 

12.  Seven  acting  members  shall  constitute 
a  quorum,  at  all  l)usiness  meetings  of  the 
Church. 

13.  The  Confession  of  Faith,  Covenant, 
Principles  of  Faith  and  Standing  Rules  may 
be  revoked  or  amended  at  any  regular  meeting 
of  the  Church,  bv  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the 
members  present,  provided  notice  of  such 
change  was  given  at  the  preceding  regular 
meeting,  held  not  within  one  week  of  the  time 
of  voting  on  such  revocation  or  amendment. 
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OFFICERS. 

PASTORS. 

Rev.  HIRAM  CARLETON.  I.^r>3-(]1. 

R.  MANNING  CIIIPMAN.  18G4— 

DEACONS. 

SYLVESTER  PHELPS.  Appointed  18P>3. 
THOMAS  HAMMOND.  18G3. 


ORIGINAL  MEMBERS. 


Sylvester  Plielps,  .  . 

Thomas  Hammond,  . 
Harriet  W.  Hanmiond. 
Hiram  Carleton, 

Mary  Jane  Carleton,  . 

Henry  S.  Adams,  .  . 

Hannah  M.  Adams,  . 
John  Lawson,    .  . 

Enoch  E.  Bhike,  .  . 
Albert  Knights, 


Old  South,  Boston. 

E  St.Churcli,  Somh  Boston 

ii,  a  u  a 

Cong.  Church,  Barro,  Vt. 
do.  W.  Barnstabk',  Mass 
Broadway  Churcii.  Chelsea 

a  a  a 

2d  Cong.  Church,  Milton. 
Park  St.  Churcli,  Bo.-ton. 
Berkley  St.  Ch.,  Boston. 


ADMISSIONS. 
Juhj,  18r,3. 
Elizabeth  M.  Knight,     .  by  profession. 
Martha  A.  Hammond.  . 
Jane  S.  Hammond,  .  . 

Novtm}>€r^  1803. 
Harriet  S.  Merriam,  .    .  1st  C/utrch ,  Tamiton. 


lo 


March,  1805. 
Mark  Brook,    .    .    .    .  \st  Church,  Dedham, 
Jane  Brook,     ....       '*  " 

Jvly,  18G5. 
Henry  W.  Hammond,   .  hy  profession. 

September,  1805. 
Horatio  Lescur,    .    .    .  2d  Con,  Church,  Sharon . 
Hannah  C.  Leseur,  .    .      "  " 
H.  Elizabeth  Leseur,    .      "  " 
Mary  E.  Leseur,  .    .    .  *' 
L.  Angeline  Leseur,      .      "  "  " 

January,  18  Of). 
Thomas  W.  Barrell,  .    .  Union  Ch.,  E.  Bridgewairr. 
Ann  E.  BarrCll,  ..." 

George  F.  Bemis,     .    .  Mount  Vernon  Ch.,  Boston. 
R.  Manning  Chipman,  .  Cong.  Ch.,  Wolcottville,  Conn. 
Mary  H.  Cliipman,   .    .  " 

Elizabetli  A.  H.  Ernst,  .  Pres.  Ch.,  Bidder's  Plains.  La. 
March,  18GG. 

Timotliy  Foster,  .    .    .  Shawmnt  Church,  Boston. 
May,  180G. 

Francis  H.  CafRn,-  .  .  2d,  Cong.  Church,  Dorchester. 
Elizabetli  B.  CalBn,  .  . 

Harriet  B.  Ciiffin,      .    .    Warren  St.  M.  E.  Ch.  RoTU'y. 

Sepiernher,  18GG. 
Mary  Gomersall,  .    .    .  Independent  Ch..  Bailey,  Eng. 
Margaret  Ley<len,     .  Prfs.  Cliurch,  Wdton,  Srotlnnd. 
Margaret  (Jrant,  \st  Eran.  f'ong.  (li.,  Camhridrjeport . 
Hannah  ,1.  (joss,  .     .    .  hy  profession. 
Kiimia  E.  Blake  ... 
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NAxMES 

MALES. 

Henry  S.  Adams. 
Enoch  E.  Blake. 
Thomas  W.  Barrcll. 
Mark  Brook. 
George  F.  Bemis. 
Francis  H.  Caffin. 
♦  Hiram  Carleton. 
R.  Manning  Chipman. 
Timotliy  Foster. 
Henry  W.  Hammond. 
Thomas  Hammond. 
Albert  Knights. 
John  Lawson. 
Horatio  Leseur. 
Sylvester  Phelps. 


'  MEMBERS. 

,  FEMALES. 

Hannah  M.  Adams, 
j      Ann  E.  Barrcll. 

Emma  E.  Blake. 

Jane  Brook. 
I      Elizabeth  B.  Caffin. 
I      Harriet  B.  Caffin. 
I      *Mary  J.  Carleton. 
I      Mary  H.  Chipman. 

Elizabeth  A.  H.  Ernst. 

Mary  Gomersall. 

Hannah  J.  Goss. 

Marjraret  Grant. 

Harriet  W.  Hammond. 

Jane  S.  Hammond. 

Martha  A.  Hammond. 

Elizabeth  M.  Knights. 

Hannah  C.  Leseur. 

H.  Elizabeth  Leseur. 

L.  Angeline  Leseur. 

Mary  E.  Leseur. 

Margaret  Leyden. 

Harriet  S.  Merriam. 


*  Dismissed,  August,  186.5. 
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^    N.  MANCHESTER, 
INDIANA 

■l 

